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While walking to class, 
diverse students ranging from 
young to mature can be seen. 
People may not know the 
woman walking next to them 
is a mother of two, or a veteran 
going to school after service, 
unless they ask.
According to San Jose State 
University’s Institutional 
Effectiveness & Analytics for 
fall enrollment by age, in 2017, 
a total of 33,409 students are 
enrolled at SJSU — 9,294 of 
whom are over 25 years old. 
Many have a variety of reasons 
for not going to college straight 
out of high school. 
According to NBC News, 
in 2009, out of 20 million 
students in college, 8.1 million 
were 25 years old or older.
In recent years, more older 
students are going back to 
college. Some parents come 
back to learn a new line of 
work or veterans come back 
to fi nish their education. Other 
students return after taking a 
break to work.
After working as an insurance 
broker and having two kids, jazz 
studies senior Melissa Garay 
decided to go back to school. 
She returned to study as a jazz 
vocalist and wants to teach 
after graduation.
“I don’t want to be 80 years 
old and look back and think, 
‘Oh my god, I didn’t ever even 
try to accomplish this goal or 
dream,’” Garay said.
Garay went back to school at 
Cabrillo College in Aptos in 
2011 and transferred to SJSU 
in 2015. She is set to graduate 
in spring 2018 with a bachelor’s 
degree in jazz studies.
Because she lives in 
Watsonville with her family, 
she has to prepare for a long 
commute while taking care of 
her kids after classes.
“Typically, I get up at 4:30 
in the morning [to] pack 
everybody’s lunch, get things 
ready for myself, exercise 
[and] drop the kids off,” Garay 
said. “[Then] I come back 
home [and] get ready make my 
hour, hour and a half commute 
over here.” 
Music education junior 
Former San Jose State Interim 
President Joseph Crowley died 
at the age of 84 on Tuesday 
following a month-long battle 
with pneumonia.
His daughter, Theresa Crowley, 
confi rmed his death in a 
Facebook post Tuesday night. 
He spent his fi nal moments at St. 
Mary’s Regional Medical Center 
in Reno, Nevada.
Crowley served as interim 
president from fall 2003 until 
spring 2004, despite a formal 
retirement in January 2003. 
“The impact he made, though 
in the short amount of time he 
was here, he truly helped create 
a community,” said Catherine 
Busalacchi, SJSU Student Union 
Executive Director. 
She worked alongside Crowley 
when the Student Union 
was going through fi nancial 
diffi culties after not receiving a 
fee increase in 14 years.
Crowley told Busalacchi the 
Student Union was important 
to both him and the students as 
it was the heart of the campus. 
A fee increase was later 
implemented to help the Student 
Union maintain its budget.
During his time at SJSU, Crowley 
was known to seek transparency, 
especially with budgeting.
“When you have that 
[transparency], you have a 
better understanding,” he said 
in an interview with the Spartan 
Daily 14 years ago. “If you’re 
out there in the units as a faculty 
member or whatever, as a dean, 
as a member of the staff, you 
know what the university is all 
about because you know where 
the money is going, how much is 
going where and how much went 
there last year,” Crowley said in 
that same interview.” 
Prior to his time at SJSU, 
the Iowa native spent four 
years in the U.S. Air Force 
while attending an overseas 
program with the University of 
Maryland. He eventually earned 
a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Iowa, master’s 
degree from Fresno State and 
doctoral degree in political 
science from the University of 
Washington.
Crowley was the longest-
serving president at the 
University of Nevada, Reno 
from 1978-2000 and returned 
there as interim president from 
2005-06.
In 2007, the Joe Crowley Student 
Union opened at UNR’s campus.
“Joe Crowley will be 
remembered as one of the fi nest 
presidents in the history of 
our university,” current UNR 
President Marc Johnson said in 
an offi cial statement. “He will be 
spoken about in the same breath 
as some of our most infl uential 
fi gures in the history of Nevada.”
Crowley leaves behind his 
wife, Joy, four children and 
seven grandchildren.  
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Money as power  - One 
of the places that was 
tagged the most was the 
Rec Center. In the story, 
students commented 
about their concerns 
over vandalism becoming 
a growing problem on 
campus. One tag read 
“We’re doomed w/Bush,” 
referring to President 
H.W. Bush.
Property damage - Interior design 
major Cheryl Hoffman looks at freshly 
sprayed graffi ti on the Occupational 
Therapy building.
Random act of vandalism  - The 
University Police Department 
estimated at the time that as much as 
$15,000 worth of damage was done 
after vandals spray painted graffi ti 
across campus. 
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Jazz studies senior Melissa Garay fi nishes homework before 
commuting home to Watsonville, Calif.
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(Top) Joseph Crowley, 
former San Jose State 
University Interim 
President, speaks at an 
event at University of 
Nevada, Reno.
(Right) Crowley served 
as president of UNR for 
22 years before retiring 
in January 2003. He 
later served as interim 
president for SJSU for 
one school year. He 
died at the age of 84 
Tuesday night.
Non-traditional students juggle 
life with classroom lessons
NEWS2
 The sexual assault online program that 
newly enrolled students are required to 
complete is getting a makeover.
Haven, the online course that addresses 
issues of sexual assault and harassment, 
relationship violence and stalking is set 
to become an annual requirement starting 
in 2018. An additional course will also be 
required. Both are served by Everfi , the 
company that provides the learning tool.
“What we want to see happen 
[on campus] is a 
decrease in the 
amount of sexual 
misconduct,” Laurie 
Morgan, Associate 
Director for Campus 
Wellness said. “And 
in the short run, 
people will feel 
more comfortable 
and safer to reach 
out for help. Those 
that might not be 
directly impacted 
feel more equipped 
to get involved and 
learn tools for how 
they might support 
others impacted.”
Haven and AlcoholEdu, a program that 
educates new students on the dangers 
of alcohol abuse, are both requirements 
for incoming freshmen, transfer and 
graduate students to complete prior to 
class registration. Failing to complete 
these courses prior to class registration 
leads to a hold on registering for courses. 
Title IX requires universities to 
take precautions to prevent sexual 
assault on their campuses. To fully 
comply with Title IX and the Clery 
Act, the California State University 
Chancellor’s Offi ce issued a mandate in 
2015 that required educational training 
programs to prevent sexual violence. 
Prior to the latest CSU mandates that 
comply with Title IX, students were 
only required to be trained in the Haven 
course upon admission. According 
to Morgan, the additional course will 
become available each spring semester 
for continuing students.
“To be perfectly honest, I can’t even 
remember what I learned in that Haven 
course,” business administration senior 
Edina Atanos said. “Especially now, it’s 
important to get a refresher every year 
and that’s coming from someone like me, 
who can’t even remember the course.”
In addition to the annual requirement, 
the refresher course through Haven will 
provide new and updated components on 
various sexual misconduct topics.
Morgan emphasized the new component 
on how to approach 
a break up with a 
partner. She added 
that this is a skill that 
young adults have 
never necessarily 
been taught. 
Other additional 
components include 
resources available on 
campus for victims, 
policies and how 
misconduct is handled, 
and community and 
personal values. The 
course ends with 
information on how to 
recognize and defi ne 
what is considered abuse or coercion, and 
how to effectively communicate and report 
a serious incident. 
“Sometimes there’s issues with people 
not understanding ‘that’s not OK’ when 
somebody is trying to push [them] past a 
limit, that’s coercion,” Morgan said. 
Current students will be able to access 
the ongoing education course at the 
beginning of February. The deadline to 
complete the course is Feb. 19.
“I don’t mind taking the refresher 
course at all,” engineering senior 
Felipe Ugalde said. “In today’s climate 
I think we can all learn more of a thing 
or two about how we can help others 
who are victims of harassment or 
things like that.”
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Rosa Rezendes, a 35-year-old wife 
and mother of two, tried multiple 
majors before transferring to 
SJSU in fall 2017. 
She fi rst studied to be a teacher but 
then changed her major to nursing. 
Rezendes then realized that she 
wanted to learn music to work with 
children in elementary schools 
and support the 
educational art. 
“I changed 
my major and 
I realized 
that I really 
needed music 
in my life,” 
Rezendes said. 
R e z e n d e s 
and her 
husband run 
a business 
out of their 
home. They 
sell products 
such as shoes, 
books and toys 
on Amazon. 
Her husband 
stays home to 
help with the business and take 
care of their two children.
“If it wasn’t for him, I wouldn’t 
be able to be here,” Rezendes said.
Rezendes expects to obtain a 
music education degree by 2020.
After graduating high school 
in 2005, military veteran and 
history graduate student Shawn 
Brose didn’t have enough money 
to study at a four-year college. 
He first worked multiple jobs 
in restaurants and roofing, 
then enlisted in the United 
States Army. Brose served for 
three years and was stationed 
at Fort Bliss in Texas and 
Kandahar, Afghanistan, as a 
line infantryman. 
“I chose that job because I 
figured if I was going to do 
the soldier thing, I was already 
older than most people that join 
the army,” Brose said. “I was 
25 and I figured I might as well 
put myself in danger instead of 
some 18 year old.” 
The G.I. Bill, which helps pay 
for the costs 
of training 
and education 
given to active 
servicemen and 
women, covers 
Brose’s tuition. 
Brose worked 
a part-time job 
at a gas station 
and currently 
teaches at a 
local San Jose 
high school 
to cover rent, 
groceries and 
luxuries. 
S t u d e n t s 
such as Brose, 
Rezendes and 
Garay make 
up almost 30 percent of the SJSU 
student body. 
“I was fortunate to be able to 
show my kids, ‘Hey, you can still 
do what you love and get a good 
education and still land a good 
job, a good career and provide 
for yourself,’” Garay said.
Student sexual misconduct 
course updates in 2018
BY LOVINA PAVEL
Staff  Writer
“Sometimes there’s 
issues with people 
not understanding 
‘that’s not OK’ when 
somebody is trying 
to push [them] past a 
limit, that’s coercion.”
Laurie Morgan
Associate Director for Campus 
Wellness
Follow Lovina on Twitter
@lpavss
Follow Kaylee on Twitter
@kayleelawler94
(Top) Music education junior Rosa Rezendes fi ts in practice time before 
heading home and putting her young kids to bed and taking care of the 
house. (Bottom) History graduate student Shawn Brose attends class and 
hopes to fi nish his last semester at SJSU in spring 2018. He commutes 
from the Santa Cruz area and student teaches at a local high school. 
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“I was fortunate to be 
able to show my kids, 
‘Hey, you can still do 
what you love and 
get a good education 
and still land a good 
job, a good career and 
provide for yourself.”
Melissa Garay
jazz studies senior
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Photo exhibit spotlights Mizrahi Jewish history
Spartans For Israel, in collaboration 
with the Jewish Student Union, 
highlighted the underrepresented 
history of the Jewish experience in 
the Middle East and North African 
countries through a photo exhibit.
The event started on Monday at 
MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center as a 
part of the Sephardic and Mizrahi week. 
“This is a passive exhibit, so it’s meant 
for people,” the president of Spartans 
For Israel, Rebecca Wahba, said. “If they 
walk by to catch their eyes, maybe they’ll 
come in, look at them and read it.” 
The photos show families, synagogues, 
rabbis and children in Jewish 
communities from many countries 
including Iran, Syria, Libya and Algeria. 
Wahba added a personal touch by 
including photos of her families when 
they were in Egypt and Iraq. A lot of 
the images were in black and white or 
in sepia.
“I decided to do the photo exhibit 
for most of the week because I want 
to engage more than just Jewish 
community,” Wahba said. “I feel like a 
lot of cross cultural centers [talk] about 
the issues no one talks about and bring 
that to people’s awareness. I thought 
[the MOSAIC] would be the perfect 
venue for this.”
In 2014, Israel declared Nov. 30 
as Mizrahi Commemoration Day to 
memorialize the history of Jewish people 
from the Middle East and North Africa. 
Mizrahi are Jewish people descended 
from local Jewish communities of the 
Middle East. 
Wahba’s high school decided to host a 
Sephardic and Mizrahi week inspired by 
the declaration. After graduating from 
high school, Wahba decided to bring the 
same event for the Jewish community at 
San Jose State.
“When you think of Jewish history, you 
think the Holocaust, Hitler, death camps, 
and anti-semitism in Europe,” Wahba 
said. “The underrepresented part is [that] 
there was about a million Jews who lived 
in the Middle East and North African 
countries, and that goes unnoticed.”
According to The History Place, The 
Night of Broken Glass or Kristallnacht, 
is known as a historically famous 
violent act that targeted Jewish people 
during the dictatorship of Adolf Hitler. 
However, Wahba wants to tell the 
audiences that there were many nights 
in other countries where Jewish people 
were attacked.
Aside from the photo exhibit, Wahba 
also showed a personal video during the 
event on Tuesday. 
“Photos worth a thousand of words, 
but videos worth millions,” Wahba 
said. “Hearing someone’s own personal 
stories is much more meaningful than 
just looking at random photos.”
The video, “Go For Your Freedom,” 
follows the history of her family. It shows 
two interviews with Wahba’s grandmother 
and her great-great grandmother. 
“I think being a woman in that time is 
very brave. She is strong, independent 
and proud of who she is,” business 
junior Spencer Kinsey said.
The video shows Wahba’s great-great 
grandmother who grew up in Singapore, 
talking about her passion to fight for the 
Jewish social justice.
Psychology junior Esra Altun said that 
hearing the story through the video from 
the actual person who went through the 
history was interesting. 
Throughout the week, Spartans For 
Israel and the Jewish Student Union 
will have a panel of speakers, including 
Wahba’s grandmother tonight. They will 
also set up a table of the photo exhibit 
on Seventh Street.
Follow Daisuke on Twitter
@dk_0126
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(Top) Business marketing junior Fawaz Harara visits the MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center to 
observe the photo exhibit, which is a part of the Sephardic and Mizrahi week. (Bottom) 
Each photo shows families, synagogues, rabbis and children in Jewish communities from 
many countries.
Student eSports analyst 
gains media attention
Alan “Kudo” Ignacio is not just a 
sophomore studying business. He is a 
League of Legends Youtuber, analyst 
and coach.
Kudo first started gaming as a toddler. 
His fi rst memories playing video games 
were of Crazy Taxi on the Sega Dreamcast 
— until his brother kicked him off or his 
parents made him go to bed. 
He played several competitive titles 
including CounterStrike: Source, 
Unreal Tournament 2004 and 
Command and Conquer. In January 
2013 he found League of Legends.
“I loved the game from the beginning and 
continued playing it on a daily basis until 
senior year of high school,” Kudo said.
He peaked at the rank of Platinum 
II, putting him in roughly the top six 
percent of players at the time.
“The idea of doing the YouTube 
channel started spring semester last 
year,” Kudo said. “On a daily basis, I’d 
put on some video essay or education 
video and binge watch all these channels 
such as Wendover Productions, Vox 
and Summoning Salt.”
When he realized nobody had done 
this type of content for eSports and 
specifically the League of Legends 
scene, he decided to take a stab at 
it with the audio and video editing, 
script-writing and research skills he 
had at the time. 
His first video was about a team he 
remembered from Season 3 of League 
of Legends— Team Vulcun. 
“I posted my first video on 
Independence Day and the rest is 
history,” Kudo said.”
The channel’s initial purpose was 
to create video essays about eSports. 
At the time, he was interested in 
Overwatch and wanted to produce 
content about the eSports scene or 
self-improvement. After realizing how 
saturated self-help competitive videos 
are in general, he decided to shift focus 
to historical content.
“Kudo’s videos are really cool,” 
League of Legends team member 
Tristan “Vorpalz” White said. “They’re 
super in-depth and get a ton of views 
on YouTube and usually make it to the 
front page of Reddit.”
Kudo currently has 13,000 subscribers 
and his videos range from 33,000 to 
almost 900,000 views each.
“The videos are not easy to make at 
all,” Kudo said. “It requires hours upon 
hours of research to accurately describe 
the storylines of these teams as well as 
answer critical questions about who they 
are, how did they win, how did they fail, 
and what lessons can be learned from 
their failure as a team and company.”
He said that not only does he need 
to answer these questions, but he must 
write the script in a way that can be 
easily described to a casual audience. 
Research takes a very long time, 
script-writing takes a week in order to 
proofread and fact-check, and video 
and audio editing take time as well to 
make it the quality he wants. 
“I pride myself in doing all the work 
myself without the need to pay someone or 
delegate this process to others,” Kudo said.
Kudo also served as the League of 
Legends coach at San Jose State for its 
first tournament this semester.
Coaching the SJSU League team 
gave him insight on how coaches and 
analysts think. 
“I love his ambition,” Spartan 
Starleague officer Josh Cruz said. ”He 
can do a lot to make things happen with 
eSports at SJSU.”
Kudo intends to pursue a career in the 
eSports industry. 
“Where I end up I have no idea but my 
goal is to either be a journalist or an analyst 
for a professional team,” Kudo said.
Follow Jonas on Twitter
@elamitegg
BY JONAS ELAM
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PHOTO COURTESY OF ALAN IGNACIO
Alan “Kudo” Ignacio is a popular Youtuber 
and served as the League of Legends 
coach for San Jose State.
D R I N K  O F  T H E  W E E K
What better way to celebrate an arduous semester than with a mixed drink that 
tastes as appealing as it sounds, the “Trash Can.” For $10 during happy hour at 
Flames Eatery & Bar, customers can get a monstrous concoction. It is infused 
with gin, rum, tequila, vodka, peach, melon, Blue Curacao, Red Bull and various 
fruits. It is served in a goblet. Instead of a tacky cocktail umbrella, a can of 
Red Bull further emphasizes the trashiness of the drink. Every sip felt as if all 
the alcoholic content was having a gladiator duel in my mouth, battling over 
which one would be the dominant taste. It’s possible that Oscar the Grouch from 
“Sesame Street” took a piss in his home and the restaurant decided to serve it 
to customers. For someone 120 pounds soaking wet, fi nishing this drink was a 
battle. Anyone looking for something that will surely get you buzzed quickly, 
get this mixed drink that screams, “f**k it!” Happy hour at Flames Eatery & Bar 
is daily from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and from 9 p.m. until closing.
“ T r a s h  C a n ”
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Jump
Start
Your
Future.
 Free Rewards Checking;
No minimum balance or
Direct Deposit requirement.
 Free Online and Mobile Banking
 Free, unlimited ATM use at
CO-OP network, 7-Eleven Stores
and County Federal ATM Locations.
 Free Car Buying Service
and Auto Loans.
 Free Financial Education Seminars.
 Multiple Branch Locations, many
conveniently open on Saturdays!
Santa Clara County
Federal Credit Union
City Centre Branch & ATM
140 E. San Fernando Street
San Jose, CA 95112
408.282.0700
www.sccfcu.org
www.facebook.com/SCCFCU
www.twitter.com/sccfcu
…It’s About
Building Relationships
For Life
Students, Faculty & Staff
Are All Eligible To Join!
Show us your SJSU Student I.D.
at our City Centre Branch and
RECEIVE A FREE GIFT!*
San Jose State University
*Redeemable only at the City Centre Branch
No debemos juzgar personas basado en el color de piel
OPINIÓN
Muchos sabemos que no se debe de pelear fuego 
contra fuego, pero yo digo que no se debe de pelear 
piel contra piel.  
Lo que quiero decir es que no se debe de usar nuestra 
etnicidad como un privilegio para lastimar a otras personas. 
Por ejemplo, un hombre caucásico tiene más 
privilegio contra un hombre moreno. 
Si yo entro a una tienda y suena una alarma porque 
alguien robó, hay una probabilidad más grande que yo sea 
acusado al crimen, a comparación de un hombre caucásico. 
“Yo fui a un colegio comunitario y tenía un amigo 
que entraba a una tienda y robaba pero como es 
blanco no lo dijieron nada,” estudiante de tercer año 
de kinesiology Israel Castillo dijo. “También tenía un 
amigo negro pero a él lo persiguieron.” 
En las prisiones de los Estados Unidos, vemos que 
más que de 33 por ciento de los reclusos son Latinos, 
de acuerdo a La Oficina Federal de Prisiones. 
No creo que los Latinos son personas malas. 
Si es cierto que muchos de los presos deben de estar 
encerrados, pero hay una estigma contra los Latinos y 
personas de piel morena. 
Cuando vemos televisión o películas Americanas, nos 
podemos dar cuenta de la manera en cual los Latinos 
son malinterpretados. 
En la película “Training Day,” hay un grupo de 
hombres Latinos que son representados como cholos 
violentos. Tienen pistolas, drogas, y para la gente que 
no tienen acceso de hablar con una persona Latina, 
las imagines como las de “Training Day” crean una 
suposición mala sobre los Latinos. 
Por otra parte, las personas caucásicas son retratadas 
de una manera positiva y exitosa. 
Esto es considerado privilegio blanco. 
Por ejemplo, las personas blancas son retratadas 
como buenas en las noticias, por la manera en que usan 
ciertas palabras. 
“Retratando sus actos violentos como anomalía, 
lo etiquetando como un solitario que no ajustaba el 
tirador de masas perfil en vez de parte de un problema 
sistémico de hombres blancos violentos en este país,” 
escritor de Huffington Post Sarah Ruiz-Grossman dijo. 
Lo que Ruiz-Grossman intentó explicar es que 
diferentes estaciones de noticias representan al asesino 
de las víctimas de Las Vegas cómo un hombre inocente 
y solitario, en vez de loco y violento.  
Lo que quiero es que personas caucásicas entienden 
que ellos tienen más privilegio en los Estados Unidos. 
Igualmente, la gente morena no debe tratar la gente 
caucásica en una manera negativa. Como Latinos, 
Africano-Americanos y personas morenos también 
tenemos un privilegio. 
El privilegio moreno es más sutil comparado que a 
el privilegio blanco. Nuestro privilegio consiste de 
nuestro perspectivo sobre nuestra interpretación que 
la gente caucásico no sufren o entiende las luchas que 
las personas morenos viven. 
“Queridas Personas Blancas: por supuesto que está 
bien ser blanco,” periodista y activista inmigrante, Jose 
Antonio Vargas dijo en Twitter. “No más asegurense 
en entender la construcción y el sentido de ser blanco.”
Lo que Vargas explicó en Twitter es que personas 
caucásicas deben de saber cómo son tratadas en 
comparación a personas morenas. 
Entiendo lo que Vargas explicó pero también nosotros 
como personas de color debemos de mirar que los 
demás sufren como nosotros. 
No importa la etnicidad, todos sufrimos y tenemos 
sentimientos iguales. 
Lo que miro que personas de color hacemos con 
personas blancas, es que no dejamos que ellos hablen 
o expresen lo que piensan. 
Creo que para mirar una diferencia entre gente de 
color y blanca, los dos tenemos que respetarnos uno 
al otro y dejar nuestros privilegios a un lado porque 
todos somos igual.
REVISIÓN DE PELÍCULA
Jose F. Govea
Escritor del Equipo
Sigue a Jose en Twitter
@GoveaJournalism
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‘Coco’ captura los corazones 
y emociones de todas edades
La fragilidad e inocencia del personaje 
Coco causó que detuviera las ganas de 
llorar como lo hacía cuando era niño. 
Algunas lágrimas salieron de mis ojos 
mientras un nudo en la garganta crecía ante 
el esfuerzo de controlar mis emociones. 
No fue hasta algunos diez minutos 
después de llegar a mi casa donde 
empecé a sentirme mejor.
Nunca imagine que una película animada 
me haría sentir tanta tristeza al recordar 
cuánto extraño y amo a mis abuelos que 
fallecieron y a los que aún viven. 
No era ni la historia, diálogo o la 
animación — los cuales son muy 
impresionantes — que me hicieron 
viajar atrás en tiempo para ver otra vez 
a mi bisabuela, Yaya, quien falleció 
cuando yo tenía menos de cinco años. 
Fue el personaje 
de Coco quien 
me recordó tanto 
a Yaya. Al igual 
que Coco, Yaya se 
la pasaba sentada 
perdida en su 
memorias y a quien 
mi abuela cuidaba 
todo el dia. 
Los directores, Lee Unkrich y Adrian 
Molina, enfocan la película en los 
temas más importantes que existen en 
la cultura Mexicana. 
Personajes en la película demuestran 
con sus acciones y diálogos como la 
cultura Mexicana considera la muerte, 
familia y las tradiciones. Además, la 
película toca el tema de la jerarquía que 
existe en las familias y el respeto que 
todos demuestran hacia los mayores. 
La historia se enfoca en Miguel 
(Anthony Gonzales,) un niño quien 
quiere ser cantante pero su familia le 
prohíbe seguir su sueño. La familia 
es comandada por la abuela (Renée 
Victor)  y todos se dedican a trabajar en 
la  zapatería de la familia.
La música no pierde su estilo Mexicano, 
aunque es cantada en Inglés. Usan los mismos 
instrumentos como la guitarras y trompetas.
Algunos iconos del cine, lucha libre y 
música brevemente hacen una aparición 
en la película como personajes de 
esqueletos, lo cual conecta a la audiencia 
de edad mayor con la película. 
El único reclamo es que esos personajes no 
hablan durante las escenas donde aparecen. 
Tras un incidente, Miguel se convierte 
en un ser que puede viajar al mundo 
de los muertos. Tiene que navegar por 
varios obstáculos para regresar con 
los vivientes antes del amanecer. Si no 
lo logra se convertirá en un esqueleto 
para siempre y no podrá regresar con 
su familia. 
La película contiene various 
componentes haciendolo difícil admirar 
todos al mismo tiempo. Los gráficos 
son razón para ver la película una 
segunda vez. 
Otro detalle que hace que la película 
sea muy entretenida, son los chistes que 
hacen los adultos 
cuáles Disney Pixar 
i n t e l igent ement e 
oculta para que los 
niños no entiendan. 
Durante toda la 
historia hay muchas 
referencias hacia 
la cultura que 
solamente personas cuales han vivido 
en México comprenderán y pueden 
relacionar. Esto hace que la audiencia 
aprenda mucho sobre la cultura. 
Los actores que doblaron las voces 
para los personajes hicieron un gran 
trabajo en conectar el personaje a la 
cultura con la asentó que hablan. 
Coco se convirtió en una película que 
debo comprar y mirar al menos una vez 
al mes. 
Es chistosa, triste, enternecedora y 
alegre al mismo tiempo.
POR NOE MAGANA
Escritor del Equipo
Sigue a Noe en Twitter
@NoeMaganaR
“Es chistosa, triste, 
enternecedora y alegre al 
mismo tiempo.”
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EARLY BIRD 
LOOKING FOR 
EASY WORK?
Work for the Spartan Daily!
The Spartan Daily has open 
positions for our newspaper carrier 
role. This is a paid job and will only 
require you to work every Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursay morning.
Earn $12/hr 3 days a week from 
6:30-8:30 AM.
Contact (408) 924-3283 for more 
information!
Elected offi  cials should take 
responsibility for their words
E lected officials should start taking more responsibility when making public statements and declarations 
that indirectly impact minority groups.
President Donald Trump’s 
administration has been known to fire 
back at non-supporters.
Some of its most notable arguments 
include those defending gun rights and 
the result of the election. Trump has 
made it a point to deflect the tragedies 
of mass shootings in America onto 
mental illness. He has also repeatedly 
made it known that he lost the popular 
vote only because of “voter fraud.”
“In addition to winning the Electoral 
College in a landslide, I won the popular 
vote if you deduct the millions of people 
who voted illegally,” Trump tweeted 
last November. 
He went on to make full statements 
on the issue, declaring that 2.2 million 
Clinton voters voted illegally. The 
Trump administration never provided 
any proof to support the president’s 
declaration. Officials were only 
interested in pushing the agenda against 
the undocumented and taking negative 
attention away from themselves.
Voting offi cials across the country have 
said there is virtually no evidence of 
people voting illegally, and certainly not 
millions of them. White House offi cials 
did not respond to requests for comment.
With a political platform that attacks 
Mexican immigrants and labels them as 
rapists and criminals and idolizes white men 
with guns, the president defl ecting blame 
doesn’t make it any easier for minorities.
Elected officials have a massive 
influence on not only this country, but 
the entire world. The words they choose 
hold a lot of power and can impact the 
way people view society. Repeatedly 
placing blame on undocumented 
immigrants puts the community in even 
more danger.
After the devastating shooting in 
Las Vegas, House Speaker Paul Ryan 
supported Trump’s deflection of gun 
control onto mental health.
“One of the things we’ve learned from 
these shootings is often underneath this 
is a diagnosis of mental illness,” Ryan 
said, following a closed-door meeting 
with the House GOP Conference. 
“Mental health reform is a critical 
ingredient to making sure that we can 
try and prevent some of these things 
from happening in the past.”
Ryan did not speak about the multiple 
proposals to tighten gun laws, barring 
people on the terrorist watchlists from 
purchasing firearms.
The message Ryan and Trump sent out 
after the Vegas attack achieved nothing. 
They increased the already existing 
stigma surrounding mental health. Not 
mentioning a word about gun control 
says it all.
The most problematic issue of all is 
that their statements are simply untrue. 
According to the Department of Health 
and Human Services, people linked to 
mental illnesses are actually 10 times more 
likely to become victims of violent crime.
The Trump administration needs to 
quit blaming everything on everybody 
else (and Obama) and start taking 
responsibility for the state of the country.
Lovina Pavel
Staff  Writer
“The Trump 
administration needs to 
quit blaming everything 
on everybody else (and 
Obama) and start taking 
responsibility for the state 
of the country.”
Follow Lovina on Twitter
@lpavss
Ending net neutrality spells trouble for almost everyone
Let’s just cut to the chase. On Nov. 21, the Federal Communications Commission announced that they 
will be voting to “change” aka eliminate 
net neutrality on Dec. 14.
If you use the internet in any shape 
or form, this announcement should 
alarm you. Similarly if you work for a 
company that provides a service on the 
internet, you should pay attention.
These “changes” should be interpreted 
as the FCC eliminating net neutrality, 
meaning the internet as we know it will 
no longer be truly equal and free for all.
In the digital age, net neutrality acts 
as a protective rule that keeps the 
internet an open resource available to 
all. According to The Independent, net 
neutrality treats all data equally. 
Net neutrality prohibits internet 
service providers (ISPs) like Comcast, 
Verizon and AT&T from creating what 
would essentially be speed lanes on the 
internet. Essentially, it prevents a few 
telecommunication companies from 
monopolizing it.
This means that websites and 
companies that utilize the internet 
can provide consumers with services 
at identical qualities and speeds. 
Conversely, the average internet user 
— presumably you — can access these 
websites without facing restrictions.
Without net neutrality, both consumers and 
companies would be negatively affected.
Companies would have to pay fees 
in order to deliver their services to 
consumers at faster speeds. You only 
have to look at the deal made between 
Netflix and Comcast a few years ago to 
see just how ISPs would try to coerce 
internet-based companies into forking 
over millions of dollars.
According to CNET, Netflix users 
faced unusually long buffering times 
while streaming videos. In the end 
Netflix and Comcast came to a deal 
in 2014. Netflix paid Comcast to gain 
better access to Comcast customers.
Additionally, countries that don’t 
have net neutrality protections have 
seen ISPs create internet bundles. In 
Portugal, a wireless carrier called Meo 
offers various packages depending on 
the kind of apps that you’d use and the 
kind of data those apps would need in 
order to function.
For example, if you’re a Meo customer 
and wanted to watch “Stranger Things” 
on Netflix, you’d have to pay €4.99, 
which converts to $5.86, per month for 
the video streaming package. 
At first glance, it doesn’t seem like 
much. In reality, these costs add up 
because you would be paying €4.99 per 
package each month.
If you want to Skype your friend, 
check Snapchat, listen to Spotify or 
send an email, you’d have to buy Meo’s 
Messaging, Social, Music, Email and 
Cloud packages for each respective 
activity. All of this would be on top of 
the monthly service bill you would have 
to pay in order to utilize Meo’s services.
If this reality sounds familiar to 
you, it’s likely because you currently 
or used to have a cable subscription. 
These packages are much like television 
bundles created by television providers 
like DirecTV. For whatever it’s worth, 
DirecTV is a subsidiary of AT&T, 
which is one of the telecommunication 
companies that have been pushing for 
the FCC to eliminate net neutrality rules. 
Eliminating net neutrality gives one 
industry, namely the telecommunications 
industry, an incredibly unfair advantage 
over everyone else. Without net neutrality, 
ISPs would have uncontrolled, free reign 
to create faster and slower lanes.
For big companies like Google and 
Facebook, this isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing. After all, they have the means to 
pay for faster lanes.
According to The Verge, it’s the 
smaller companies and startups that 
would struggle the most.
Without the same resources that 
big companies might have, smaller 
business entities would automatically 
be relegated to a slower lane simply 
because they can’t pay to be on the 
faster lanes. This limits their access to 
a broader audience that would help get 
their names and services exposure and 
grow as a result.
These smaller companies know this. 
When Trump-appointed FCC chairman 
Ajit Rai made the initial announcement 
in a speech back in April, more than 800 
startups teamed up and sent him a letter 
in a united stance against the elimination. 
Besides the waves of negative 
consequences that both companies and 
consumers would face, the elimination 
of net neutrality is also related to 
democracy in the digital age.
According to the Pew Research 
Center, 81 percent of Americans used 
the internet regularly as of 2015.
Eliminating net neutrality would 
affect millions of Americans who 
might use the internet for something as 
simple as connecting with old friends. 
Polls also show that a growing majority 
of Americans support net neutrality 
and even more oppose the elimination 
of net neutrality.
In a poll conducted by Morning 
Consult and Politico back in June, 60 
percent of respondents said that they 
support net neutrality. More recently, 
a survey released by the Center for 
Political Communications at the 
University of Delaware showed that 81 
percent of Americans oppose allowing 
ISPs to charge websites for faster speeds.
The same survey found that net 
neutrality is an issue that transcends 
political lines, with 81 percent 
of Democrats and 85 percent of 
Republicans supporting net neutrality.
Yet despite the overwhelming support 
for net neutrality and for keeping it as 
is, the FCC and Rai have made it clear 
that they will ignore the voices of the 
American people.
It goes without saying that the voices 
of the people are important aspects of 
any democratic society. To ignore what 
the American people want is to ignore 
the foundations of democracy in a 
democratic country.
America prides itself on democracy 
and touts itself as “the land of the free and 
the home of the brave.”  But by choosing 
to ignore the people and eliminating net 
neutrality, the government is essentially 
telling the world that the greed of a few 
telecommunications companies is much 
more important than the basic rights of 
the American people.
Deliberately choosing to ignore 
what an overwhelming majority of the 
American people want means that we as 
a country can no longer pride ourselves 
on being a democratic society. There 
is absolutely nothing democratic about 
ignoring the very voices of the people 
that make up this country.
Therefore, given this problem, you 
might be asking yourself what you 
should or can do. Sure, you can make a 
paragraph-long rant on Facebook about 
how this is unfair or infringes upon your 
basic right to have untouchable access 
online. In fact, you should do that.
We may very well have about two 
weeks left of a truly open internet. Use 
that time to spread the word and let your 
friends and family know that we might 
very well re-enter an internet dark age.
You can also reach out to your 
representatives and make your thoughts 
known. If you understand why net 
neutrality is important, let them know 
that you want them to do something 
about it.
After all, this is your internet as much 
as it is mine. Do your part and protect 
this beautiful, open ocean of information.
Nicole Chung
Executive Producer
“Without net neutrality, 
both consumers and 
companies would be 
negatively affected.”
Follow Nicole on Twitter
@njhchung
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WATCH A CHRISTMAS 
MOVIE EVERY DAY UNTIL 
CHRISTMAS!!!
It’s never too early to start watch»ng Christmas 
movies. Here’s a suggestion for every single day until 
Santa ruins your solar panels with his sleigh!
Th e fl ag code is about respect, and we should follow it
W earing the flag of the United States of America is disrespectful to the flag and everything for which it stands.
This does not mean one should not wear the stars 
and stripes pattern or anything representing the flag, 
but wearing a flag itself is wrong.
According to the U.S. Flag Code, “The Flag Code 
addresses the impropriety of using the flag as an 
article of personal adornment, a design of items of 
temporary use and an item of clothing. The evident 
purpose of these suggested restraints is to limit the 
commercial or common usage of the f lag, and, thus, 
maintain its dignity.”
The U.S. Flag Code is a set of advised rules for 
caring for and displaying the American flag signed 
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1942. It was 
written to preserve the integrity of the flag and 
protect its prestige.
Wearing a flag like a cape or a shirt is disrespectful 
because one is putting the symbol of our nation on 
the same level as an article of clothing. 
The flag is a symbol of liberty and justice for more 
than 300 million people and deserves more respect 
than to be wrapped around a person like a toga.
Charles Thompson, Secretary of the Continental 
Congress, reported even the colors within the flag 
represent something worth respecting. 
The white stripes signify purity and innocence. The 
red stripes represent hardiness and valor. The field of 
blue signifies vigilance, perseverance and justice. All 
of these qualities are belittled when one decides to 
wear the flag instead of waving the flag with dignity 
or respect.
Many people who wear the flag don’t realize how 
disrespectful it is, which is not their fault. The Flag 
Code is not enforced, and that makes it difficult for 
people to know about it.
Another aspect of the Flag Code many people don’t 
follow is that if the flag is left up at night, it must be 
well-lit. This again is as a method of showing respect 
for the flag.
The Flag Code is not legally enforced because to 
do so would violate the First Amendment, but that 
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t follow the code. 
In 1989, a number of the enforcement clauses in 
the Flag Code were amended to no longer violate the 
First Amendment.
You have the right to burn the flag, wear it as a cape 
or do whatever you want to it, but that doesn’t make 
it right.
My question for people is always, “Why do you 
have to wear an actual f lag?” The difference between 
a shirt designed like the flag and wearing the flag as 
a shirt is huge. 
It’s not illegal to be vulgar or insult people, but 
it’s still wrong. We don’t do those things because we 
respect people. We shouldn’t violate the Flag Code 
because we respect the flag and the country for which 
it stands.
The Flag Code is simply a set of guidelines for 
respecting the fl ag. If you genuinely think it is respectful 
to treat such a symbol as an article of clothing, so be it, 
but the federal government’s stance is contrary to yours 
and has been for more than 75 years.
SPARTUNES Favorite walk of shame song
KRISTIN LAM: TOOTHBRUSH - DNCE
ISABELLE THAM: FAKING IT - CALVIN HARRIS FT. KEHLANI
NICOLE CHUNG: BAD & BOUJEE - MIGOS 
TREVIN SMITH: IT’S A BEAUTIFUL MORNING - THE RASCALS
ELIZABETH RODRIGUEZ: LOTUS EATER - MURA MASA
JALENY REYES: THE MORNING - THE WEEKND
SATVIR SAINI: TEARS IN THE RAIN - THE WEEKND
LUKE JOHNSON: MY WAY - FRANK SINATRA
SARAH KLIEVES: WICKED GAMES - THE WEEKND
SELINA RAMIREZ: TELL YOUR FRIENDS - THE WEEKND
THOMAS SOARES: SELF ESTEEM - THE OFFSPRING
KYLEE BAIRD: I JUST HAD SEX - THE LONELY ISLAND
Jonas Elam
Staff  Writer
“Many people who wear the fl ag 
don’t realize how disrespectful it 
is, which is not their fault. The 
Flag Code is not enforced, and 
that makes it diffi cult for people 
to know about it.”
Follow Jonas on Twitter
@elamitegg
Created by Spartan Daily Advertising
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CLASSIF IEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
SOLUTIONS 11/29/2017
ACROSS
1. Anagram of “Cabs”
5. Mooch
10. Immediately
14. Whimper
15. Circa
16. Killer whale
17. Mathematics
19. Den
20. Hairpiece
21. Chose
22. Wards (off)
23. Baffle
25. “Smallest particles”
27. Commercials
28. Improved
31. Harangues
34. Surpass
35. Conceit
36. Away from the wind
37. Exotic
38. Catch
39. At this time
40. Pepperwort
41. Mucky
42. “Unchoose”
44. Wander aimlessly
45. Distend
46. Love unquestion-
ingly
50. A jet of vapor
52. Leaves out
54. Beer
55. Chick’s sound
56. A respiratory 
disease
58. Historical periods
59. Cattle farm
60. Rhythm
61. Nobleman
62. Hello or goodbye
63. Probabilities
DOWN
1. Offspring
2. Oddity
3. Array
4. Wager
5. University buildings 
area
6. Assists
7. Shower with love
8. Pieces of advice
9. And so forth
10. Earnest
11. Exceed
12. Corrosive
13. Sailors
18. Grasps
22. A young horse
24. Head
26. Not now
28. Be
29. Quaint outburst
30. Motherless calf
31. South African mone-
tary unit
32. Maguey
33. Newsﬂash
34. Relating to elections
37. District
38. Lather
40. Cause surfeit 
through excess
41. Fen
43. Pass by
44. An unexpected 
problem
46. Windlass
47. Despised
48. Homeric epic
49. Vermin
50. Hurried
51. South American 
country
53. Not stereo
56. Brassiere
57. Nigerian tribesman
SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively. JOKIN’
AROUND
What do you call an 
alligator detective?
An investi-gator
AD
Paid Market Study
We are recruiting subjects with 
new stretch marks (red or pink in 
color) to evaluate a new dress-
ing for improving stretch mark 
appearance.  To participate, text 
510-766-3055 or email
study@neodynebio.com
Place your Classiﬁed 
Ads Online at 
SpartanDaily.
CampusAve.com
PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Contact us at
408.924.3270
or email us at
SpartanDailyAdvertising
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Diversity in American politics is a step in the right direction
V oters who have progressive ideals rejoice! After a year of what seemed 
like American politics regressing to 
Tea Party ideals, large steps were taken 
forward following the results of several 
off-year elections across the nation.
Danica Roem made history by 
becoming the ﬁ rst openly transgender 
elected ofﬁ cial in the United States, 
according to the Washington Post. 
A majority of constituents in Virginia 
voted for her over 13-term incumbent 
Robert G. Marshall — who proclaimed 
himself as the state’s “chief homophobe.” 
In another stroke of irony, Marshall was 
the elected ofﬁ cial that championed the 
“bathroom bill” in Virginia. Ofﬁ cially 
known as the Physical Privacy Act, the 
bill would have forced people to use 
bathrooms that matched the gender on 
their birth certiﬁ cate.
He later revised the bill to allow people 
who have had sex-reassignment surgery 
to use the bathroom that corresponded 
with their gender identity.
According to the Washington Post, 
Marshall said the goal of the bill was 
to protect women from predatory men 
pretending to be a transgender female in 
order to access areas they could undress 
in, such as bathrooms and locker rooms.
Although the bill was shot down, it was 
an example of a politician attempting 
to pass legislation that would have 
negatively impacted a minority group. 
These instances are more irritating when 
the politician pushing the bill does not 
belong to the group it is affecting.
Being a minority should never be 
the sole merit to becoming an elected 
ofﬁ cial. In this case, Roem won because 
her campaign focused on local issues 
while she fended off derogatory remarks 
from Marshall. He made it clear he would 
never be able to understand the plight of 
the LGBTQ community. 
Roem can now be a powerful voice 
for that community because she’s lived 
similar experiences. It’s in the same 
vein as me being unable to 100 percent 
empathize with the struggles of being 
a female. 
Representation in politics is important 
on all levels. Former First Lady Michelle 
Obama told Variety how some young 
black girls told her they admired her 
because they saw an educated black 
woman on TV.
Growing up as a little impressionable 
Asian boy, I didn’t look up to any public 
ﬁ gures because there was a lack of 
notable Asian-Americans in the media. 
It is important to form a connection 
with a ﬁ gure and say, “That person looks 
successful and looks like me, so maybe I 
can be successful too.”
Another leap forward was the election 
of Ravi Bhalla as the ﬁ rst Sikh mayor in 
New Jersey. Sikhism is a religion from 
the Punjab region of India. 
Followers of the religion wear turbans 
and are often subjected to racial attacks 
because of anti-Islam sentiment from 
Sept. 11. Hate crimes targeting Muslims 
rose in the U.S. by 67 percent last 
year, according to the Public Religion 
Research Institute.
Campaign ﬂ iers featuring Bhalla with 
the words, “Don’t let TERRORISM 
take over our Town!”  were left on 
cars. Despite this attack, he received 34 
percent of the vote and won. 
As Bhalla continues to be in the 
spotlight as a positive public ﬁ gure, 
negative stereotypes of Sikhs will 
gradually diminish. 
Representation is vital in normalizing 
minority groups. There will come a 
day where heads won’t turn when a 
transgender female obtains power.
William Yap
Staff  Writer
Follow William on Twitter
@TheDapperYap
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SJSU fi nishes with winning record for fi rst time since 2006
VOLLEYBALL
LUKE JOHNSON | SPARTAN DAILY (fi le images)
(Top) Senior middle blocker Nandyala Gama earned All-Mountain West honors Monday. She is No. 4 
all-time in blocks at SJSU. (Bottom) SJSU volleyball players high fi ve before facing Nevada Oct. 17. 
Beyond Football prepares 
athletes for the real world
NEW STANDARD
KRISTIN LAM | SPARTAN DAILY
Head coach Brent Brennan cheers after 
beating Wyoming last Saturday. 
With a fi eld as competitive as professional 
football, it’s important for student-athletes 
to graduate with not only a degree and 
on-the-fi eld talent, but a well-rounded 
ensemble of skills and connections.
Tobruk Blaine is the director of Beyond 
Football. Unique to San Jose State and 
Oregon State University, Beyond Football 
is a program designed to provide football 
players with the tools needed to graduate 
with either a job in hand or an opportunity 
to play at the professional level.
“How long you play, like anything, is 
uncertain in life,” Blaine said. “We don’t 
want them to have all their eggs in one 
basket, so we give them the skills and 
the knowledge to succeed if something 
goes wrong.”
Beyond Football is new to SJSU this 
year. Blaine started the program from 
scratch fi ve months ago.
Beyond Football focuses on exploration 
and opportunities on and off campus. 
Football players have expectations that 
limit what they can do on campus, such as 
joining clubs or student organizations.
“When they’re not in class, they’re 
typically here [at the stadium or Simpkins 
Center],” Blaine said. “We have peer 
mentors, academic advisors and mandatory 
study hall.”
Linebacker coach Bojay Filimoeatu 
said students should always focus on 
their academics.
“Football can only take you so far, 
so if you don’t have that education and 
take care of yourself that way, you will 
fail,” Filimoeatu said. “You have to 
take school seriously. It’ll take your life 
farther than football.”
Blaine said the players don’t have time to 
go out and experience many opportunities 
so it is her job to bring the opportunities 
to them.
She also encourages community service 
and believes there is a lot of power in 
giving back. Exploring and working in the 
community allows players to develop their 
weaknesses into strengths.
“Say your weakness is in leadership or 
communication,” Blaine said. “We will 
train you to cultivate those skills through 
different activities.”
SJSU’s head football coach Brent 
Brennan also supports Beyond Football.
“[Beyond Football] gives our graduating 
players a chance to get jobs, which is what 
we want for all of them,” Brennan said. 
“My goal is for every player that comes 
through this program to have a shot at the 
NFL and have a job offer.”
Both Blaine and the coaches support 
players’ dreams to play professionally, 
but want them to know that it is okay if 
that doesn’t work out and that they have 
other opportunities. 
Blaine is there to connect what players do 
on the fi eld to what they can do outside of 
football. She said a lot of the skills learned 
as a student-athlete are what employers 
look for in a candidate.
“What football has given me is the 
hardwork and determination I needed in 
daily life,” Filimoeatu said. He added that 
it gets students ready for a rigorous nine-to-
fi ve job with getting up early and sticking 
to a structured daily schedule.
Blaine has established connections with 
a number of companies to help introduce 
players to potential employers and career 
options. She has plans to do tours at Adobe, 
Apple and Facebook. 
She wants people to realize that an 
athlete striving for a position in the NFL 
is not much different than a student 
striving for a highly competitive job in 
any other industry, so she tries to prepare 
players for either.
BY JONAS ELAM
Staff  Writer
Follow Jonas on Twitter
@TheElamite
Women’s volleyball head coach 
Jolene Shepardson teared up as she 
spoke of the perseverance her team 
displayed during their game against 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas on 
Nov. 4. 
She recalled having four starting 
players out with injuries that game 
but said that did not stop the rest of 
the team from stepping up to win 
the match.
The San Jose State women’s 
volleyball team fi nished the regular 
season with a winning record for the 
fi rst time in 11 years. The Spartans 
went 17-12 overall and placed fi fth in 
the Mountain West by going 9-9 in 
conference play.
“I could see the joy in their faces 
in fi ghting together through the 
hard times they were facing and just 
overcoming all the obstacles that 
their program had been through,” 
Shepardson said. 
The Spartans defeated UNLV 3-1 
and went on to defeat No. 19 Colorado 
State 3-2 on Nov. 11. Shepardson said 
she was extremely proud of the way 
her players fought and distributed 
their offense during the match.
“I mean if we played like that 
consistently I think it’d be hard for 
anybody to beat us,” she said. “I 
thought it was cool that we came out 
and did that against such a good team.”
Shepardson spoke about the 
fi ve incoming freshmen who have 
committed to SJSU for the 2018 season. 
She said they’ve all had offi cial visits 
and have already began creating bonds 
with the current players on the team 
who welcomed them into their family. 
Erika Lindqvist, a middle blocker 
from Ängelholm, Sweden and Tabea 
Schwarz, an outside hitter from Munich, 
Germany are among the recent players 
who will be joining the team next 
season. They’ll be joined by Whitney 
Barnes, an outside hitter from Turlock, 
Haylee Nelson, a middle blocker from 
Fremont and Mamie Garard, a setter 
from Noblesville, Indiana. 
“It’s gonna be a good class for sure, 
we’re gonna do our best to build 
off of what we’ve gained and what 
we’ve grown into as a program,” 
Shepardson said. 
She also mentioned how diverse 
her team was this season, having 
fi ve players from Brazil, one from 
Hawaii and another from Estonia. 
Shepardson said the players did a 
great job of learning about each 
other’s cultures and how to respect 
each other’s differences. 
She said the team was very close 
this season and hopes to continue to 
keep their program full of so many 
cultures in the future. 
Seniors Summer Avery, Jamie Hirai, 
Breann Robinson and Nandyala Gama 
were among the freshmen Shepardson 
had recruited during her fi rst semester 
as coach in 2014. Shepardson said 
although it will be tough playing 
without the current seniors next year, 
the team will try their best to adjust. 
Gama and Robinson were selected 
to the All-Mountain West Conference 
team Monday. Gama led the team in 
kills with 3.43 per set this season. She 
leaves SJSU No. 4 all time in career 
blocks with 366. Robinson fi nished 
her SJSU career fi fth all time in 
assists with 2,565. She also led the 
team in blocks against Mountain West 
opponents this year with 0.88 per set. 
“They made a huge impact on and 
off the court for our program and so 
they’re defi nitely leaving their legacy 
for this program,” Shepardson said. 
“I think they grew tremendously over 
the last four years and we loved to be 
a part of that.”
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